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No substitute for
self-reliance: RSS
chief on US tariffs

ARCHIS MOHAN
New Delhi, 2 October

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat on
Thursday flagged the inad-
equacies of the prevalent
global economic system, and
pointed to the stifftariffsby the
United States on goods from
other countries among one of
itsramifications.

He was addressing the
annual Vijayadashmi rally of
the RSS, which also marked
the centenary of its inception,
near the organisation’s
headquarters in Nagpur.

Bhagwat said that while no
country can survive in isola-
tion in a world that is acutely
interconnected and interde-
pendent, India should pursue
self-reliance to ensure that its
interdependence with the
world is out of choice and not
compulsion.

In the context of the US tar-
iffs, the RSS chief said there
was nosubstitute toembracing
swadeshi, and swavalamban,
or self-reliance.

In his address, Bhagwat
spoke on an array of issues,
such as the alarming environ-
mental degradation and the
need tosave the Himalayas, the
lessons India has learnt from
Operation  Sindoor, and
expressed concern at the
“anarchic” anti-government
protests in India’s neighbour-
hood in recent times — in Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, and Nepal.

On India’s military conflict
with Pakistan, and Operation
Sindoor, Bhagwat said the epi-
sode taught the country that it
needs to be stronger and more
vigilant about its security. Post
thePahalgam terrorattackand
Operation  Sindoor, the
responses of other countries
were a test of “who our friends
are in the global arena and to
what extent they are willing to
stand by us,” Bhagwat said.
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RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat spoke on an array of issues, such
asthe alarming environmental degradation and the lessons
from Operation Sindoor, during the Vijayadashami Utsav

At the event, where former
President of India Ram Nath
Kovind was the chief guest,
the RSS chief lauded India’s
economic growth as measured
by conventional indicators,
but said the prevalent global
economic system led to
increasing disparity and con-
centration of wealth and econ-
omic power, and could lead to
devising of newer ways of
exploitation, including of
resources. He bemoaned the
inhumane nature of the econ-
omic growth, which has
engendered the unfortunate
growth of transactional nature
in human relationships.

“We will need to reconsider
ourapproach onsomeissuesto
ensure that these flaws and the
tariff policy adopted by
America, based solely on its
self-interest, donot poseachal-
lenge for us,” Bhagwat said.

He cautioned about the
rampant environmental
degradation as a result of the
global “materialist and consu-
merist development model”.
The current development
model, based on a “materialist
and compartmentalised
approach”, is directly linked to
recent ecological disasters,
unpredictable and excessive
rainfall, landslides, natural

calamities, and drying up of
Himalayan snow-fed rivers.
The Himalayas are the primary
water source for the region, and
we need to hear the warning
bells to take measures to pro-
tect them, the 75-year-old RSS
chiefsaid.

Bhagwat said the Hindu
society isan inclusive one, and
it is and will remain free from
the “us and them” mentality.
He urged citizens not to disre-
spect the beliefs, icons, or
places of worship of others.

“According to Bharatiya
traditions, all are welcome...
Welookatthem asours rather
than as the ‘other’.” But dis-
tinct identities “should not
cause division”, he said. Bhag-
wat criticised the tendency to
“take the law into one’s
hands” or engage in violence
for trivial reasons. A “show of
strength is deliberately done
to provoke a particular com-
munity” and falling into such
traps has evil consequences,
he warned.

Bhagwat said the govern-
mentshould operate in accord-
ance with law and without bias,
and called for the “good people
of society” and younger gener-
ation to remain vigilant, inter-
vening when necessary to
maintain social order.

Govtinvites proposals under PRIP
scheme for pharma, medtech projects

SANKET KOUL
New Delhi, 2 October

The government has invited
applications for research and
innovation projects under the
second component of its Pro-
motion of Research and Inno-
vationin Pharmaand MedTech

(PRIP) scheme, aimed at creat-
ing a globally competitive and
innovation-driven sector,
according to an official state-
ment. The deadline forapplica-
tion is November 10.

Intended to run for five
years from financial year 2023-
24 (FY24) to FY28, the scheme

has two major components -
setting up Centres of Excel-
lence (CoEs) in seven National
Institutes of Pharmaceutical
Education and Research
(NIPERS), and giving grants to
startups for promotion of
research in pharma and med-
tech sectors.
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RAJASTHAN

Govtdoles out crop
insurance to farmers
amid heavy rains

ANIL SHARMA
Jaipur, 2 October

The Rajasthan state govern-
ment iscommitted tocompen-
sating farmers for Kharif crop
losses due to heavy monsoon
rains, state Agriculture Min-
ister Dr Kirori Lal Meena said.
Farmers have suffered heavy
lossesin partsofthe state dueto
aflood-like situation because of
heavy monsoon rains.

For the benefit of farmers,
the minister recently inaugur-
ated the state-level program of
the Kharif 2025 ‘My Policy in
My Hands’ campaign by dis-
tributing Prime Minister's
Crop Insurance Scheme pol-
icies to farmers here.

He stated that 8.71 crore
insurance policies for Kharif
2025 have been issued across
the country, of which 2.16
crore, or approximately 25 per
cent, are from Rajasthan.

To raise awareness among
farmers about insurance,
campsarebeingsetup at Gram
Panchayat headquarters
across the state, and policies
would be distributed door-to-
door from October 1to October
31, Meena said. Farmers who
are unable to obtain a policy at
these camps candosofromthe
relevant agricultural super-
visor and the local insurance
company office, he added.

The minister said the
Prime Minister’s Crop Insur-

ance Scheme, run by the cen-
tral government, is proving to
beaboon for providing reliefto
farmers from  disasters.
Receiving government assis-
tance in the face of losses
during difficult circum-
stances, such as natural
calamities, provides farmers
with  financial strength,
enablingthem tosupport their
families well, he said.

“During policy distribu-
tion, the schemes will be pro-
moted in all Gram Panchayats
through Kisan Pathshala.
Insurance companies will
organise camps at all Gram
Panchayat levels across the
state, distributing approxi-
mately 2.16 crore policies to
approximately 32.10 lakh
farmers,” he said.

“The agriculture depart-
ment is making every effort to
increase farmers’ crop yields.
Farmers should take maxi-
mum advantage of the central
and state government schemes
to strengthen their economic
condition. In remote areas
where electricity is not avail-
able, farmers can irrigate their
fields by installingsolar pumps
under the PM Kusum scheme,
forwhich the state government
is providing up to 60 per cent
subsidy,” Meena said.

The KUSUM Scheme is a
government initiative to pro-
mote renewable energy and
energy security for farmers.

CHATTISGARH
Migrant
workers to get
govtscheme
benefits

R KRISHNA DAS
Raipur, 2 October

The Chhattisgarh government
has launched the Atal Labour
Empowerment Scheme to
improve the welfare of unor-
ganised and migrant workers.

“The umbrella scheme
seeks to provide holistic
development of unorganised
workers and their families,” a
senior officer in the labour
department said.

The scheme, facilitated by
the ‘Shramev Jayate’ portal,
offers benefits of all govern-
ment schemes at a single
location to workers and their
families, he added.

A new scheme is being
launched soon to provide
interest subsidies on loans
taken by registered workersto
encourage self-employment.

The governmentissetting
up divisional labour welfare
offices to strengthen moni-
toring and establishing ‘Mor
Chinahari Bhavan’ (Migrant
Worker Centres) in Uttar Pra-
desh, Telangana, Odisha,
Gujarat, and Maharashtra to
support and guide migrant
workers from the state.

Additionally, 100 private
hospitals have been
onboarded to provide cash-
less treatment. New dispens-
aries are coming up in areas
with a high concentration of
workers.

DIRECT FLIGHTS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES AFTER 5 YRS

IndiGo to resume flights to China from Oct 26

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 2 October

IndiGo will resume nonstop flights
between Kolkata and Guangzhou from
October 26, the airline said on Thursday;,
hours after the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) announced the restarting
of direct air services between India and
China later this month, after more than
five years.

Nonstop flights between the two
neighbours were suspended in early
2020 due to Covid-19, and the June
2020 Galwan clash further froze bilat-
eral ties. Even when India resumed
scheduled international flights to other
countries in 2022, services to China
remained suspended.
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Non-stop flights were halted in early
2020 due to Covid-19. Galwan clash
further froze bilateral ties

According to aviation industry
executives, Air India will resume non-
stop flights between the two nations by

the end of this year. It is expecting to
pick Delhi-Shanghai asits first route for
services between two countries.

Inastatement, the MEA said civil avi-
ation authorities from India and China
had held technical-level discussions this
year on reviving direct connectivity and
revising the air services agreement. “It
has now been agreed that direct air ser-
vices connecting designated points in
India and China can resume by late
October, in keeping with the winter
season schedule, subject to commercial
decision of the designated carriers from
the two countries and fulfilment of all
operational criteria,” it stated.

The agreement, the ministry added,
would further facilitate people-to-
people contact between the two coun-

tries, contributing towards the gradual
normalisation of bilateral exchanges.

IndiGo, India’s largest airline, said its
daily Kolkata-Guangzhou flights would
be operated with Airbus A320neo air-
craft. It also plans to add a Delhi-
Guangzhou service shortly, subject to
regulatory approvals. Bookings for the
Kolkata-Guangzhou route will open on
October 3.

“Our resumption of daily, non-stop
flights between India and mainland
China will once again allow seamless
movement of people, goods, and ideas,
while strengthening bilateral ties,”
said Pieter Elbers, chief executive
officer of IndiGo, adding that the air-
line aims to expand direct connectivity
with China further.
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